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Hi Sermon, being the im- 
Ar nature production of three 
. days conception at moſt, I 
— could not think worthy the 
publick view, for like Hezekiab's 
children,when it came to the birth, there 
wanted ſtrength to bring forth, and ther- 
fore 1 ſhould have buried it as an Abor- 
tive in the Grave with him, for whoſe 
ſake it was firſt formed. Put fince I 
hear it hath been ſubje to — 
tion, and an ill Character put upon it 
by ſome, that have I to be ra- 
ther a kind of Invective againſt the 
party deceaſed, = a proper Funerall 


2 Sermon 


N 
VE: 


Sermon upon him, I held my ſelf enga- 
ged to.this publication, as the fitteſt means 
for my vindicat;on, that ſo all,who knew 
him living, may judge whether I have 


wrong d him dead, to whoſe Juſt cenſure 
I ſubin it my / elf, and reſt 


Thy ſervant in Chriſt 
THO, WASHBOURNE. 
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FUNERALL 


OF 
CHARLES COCKSFiq. 


PS AI. go partofthe 9. agd 10. verſes. 


We ſpend aur ytars as a tale that ts told. The das of our years 
are threeſcore years and ten; and if by reaſon of ftrength they be 
fowrſcore years, yet 1s their ſtrength labour and ſorrow: for it is 
ſoon cut off, and we flie away. 


find two of the antient Fathers of different opi- 75.1 x4. £715 
ö nions concerning the Author of this Pſalm. St. Hie ans τ 9. 
WY rom * affirms it to be Moſes, and that from the title 1n/«-c */7+ 09 
of the Plalm. A prayer of Meſes the Man of God. cedinot nm ct 
St. Amguſtine * denies it, and that for this rea- % 
ſon; becauſe had it been made by him, it would be ex:2nt in 1h it 
his Pentateuch, in one of his five Books, where others of his c-/oiptan,&c 
| A 3 prayers 


* 
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prayers are inſerted. But a ſtronger reaſon may be ta ken 2- 
gainſt it from the words of my Text, in which, Mans life is cir- 
cumſcribed within the narrow bounds of fourſcore years at 
moſt : whereas in the time of Moſes many lived above an hun- 
died. Moſes himſelf lived to ſixſcore, and a ſtrong Man then 
he was, Dext.34. 7. Moſes was an hundred and twenty years 
old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his naturall force 
abated, and Exod. 7. 7. He was fourſcore years old, and his 
Brother Aaren fourſcore and five when they ſpake unto PH. 
rach; They were both of them then ſtrong and able Men of 
body, elſe God would not have made the one Captain Gene- 
rall over his people, and the other High Prieſt afterwards; And 
wereforeir ſhould ſeem that fourſcore years was not in his 
time, as it was in Davids the decrepit Age, or the extream pe- 
riod of Mans life, but racher a vigorous part of it, fit for publick 
employmen!s and great actions. I have not leiſute (or. if I had 
it would ſcarce be worth my labour) to reconcile this difference 
between theſe two Fathers, or to determine poſi ively, whether 
Moſes or David were the Pen- Man of this Pſalm. It is enough 
tor us to know that it was dictated by the Spirit of God; he 
was the Inditer, whoſoever was the Writer ; and ſure we are 
this part of it fits tight with our time and the preſent occa- 
fon. 

Suidas inthe life of Origen relates, how Origen being put to 
that hard choice by Heathen Magiſtrates, whether he would 
fuffer his body to be pol uted by a Black. Moore in a Sodomiti- 
call way, or burn Incenſe to Heathen Gods, choſe rather to 
commit Idolatry in « ftering Incenle, than co endure that breach 
upon his chaſtity of body, which he had ever highly prized ; 

a for which fact being excluded the Communion of the Ghorch 
at Alexandria, grieved and aſhimed he came to Jeruſalew, 
where being earneſtly defired to give the people a Sermon, he 
went into the Pulpit incending to Preach upon that Text as 
ſhould come firft to hand, and opening the Bible he hapned 
to caſt his eye upon that place of the 50 Pfalm, but to the wie- 
hed God ſaith what haſt thow to do te declare my ſtatutes, w 
that thes ſponldſt take my Covenant in thy mouth? which 
touching him to the quick by remembring him of his Idola- 

tron⸗ 


(3) 
trons act, he cloſed the Book and his month together, and made 
his tears the Expoſitors of his Text. Such a Comment would 
fait as well with my Text. if with my Book Ialſo ſhat my mouth 
and diſcourſe on it onely with mine eyes, certainly my tears 
would prove the more powerfull, though the more ſilem O- 
ratours ; 


Interdum lachryme tondera vock babent. 
For what ſubjeR can more deſerve our lamentation and bitter 
weeping than the Vanity, the Brevity, the Miſery of Mans 
Life, which may ſerve to divide my Text imo three parts. 

1: The Vanity of Mans life in the ſpending of it, Fe /pend 
eur years ud A tale that is told. 

2. The Breviy thereof in extending it no further than to 
70. or $0. years at molt, The 4ays of aur years are threeſcore 

years and ten, «nd ſome have ſo much ſtrength as to attain to four» 
ſeore, yet then it ic ſoon cut off ana we fl e away. 

2. The Miſery in the enuirg, it any live ſo long, yet & their 
Prength then but labour and ſor: ew. 

1, Ofche Vanity of Mars | fe in the ſpending, or rather 
miſpending of it : We ſpend our vears 48 4 tale that 16 told, 

Tanquam Scree, ſo Arrias Aon t- nu rendreth it, 26 2 
ſpeech oi diſc ur ſe : 2t piſleth through the Lips; ſermo ex ore 
prolumms celeriter evaneſei', a ipeech is quickly out of the mouch 
and vaniſheth ; 3nG + 211 ipe+ cheva (ale is uſua'ly che ſhorteſt, 
it tickles the Er a I: le vile. hut as ſoon as told *risat an esd, 
and we think no more o. But in this leaſe it refers to the 
Brevity of Mars Luce, and therefore 1 wave ic at preſent, be- 
cauſe I ſhall come co jpeak more of it in its proper place. 

In the Heb. i = cet mecitatio, and fo we read it 
in the Margent of our B ble, which many times comes neareſt 
the originall; as if all +117 vears were little elſe chan a continuall 
meditation, or th up'ciulineſs upon the things of this world. 
Indeed n-uch of mans ime 1s fpertin this kind of vain Medita- 
tions, as how to deceive and p faſt and looſe for advantage, 

ſuch a meditation had they. /i. 59. 13. Conceir ing and utte- 
ring from the heart words of j.l/eicod, or meditating with the 
heart lying words; the ſame word in the Hebrew as in my 


text, or how co heap up riches, luch a medication had that 
Covetous 


" Iv 


ne (44 
Covetcu: Manin the Goſſ el, Luke 12, 17. He theugbt nit his 
Linſelf, ſaying, What h Ide, becauſe I have u ram where 10 
beſto\v my jruiis?* And he ſaid, This will I do, I will pull aown ny 
Barns ana twiid greater, and there Will / beſtow all my fruits and 
wy goods -or how co viola e and breik the ſacred bonds of Re- 
lig on and Laws of God, ſuch a me.itation had they, P.. 2 1, 
2, 3. Why ao the Heathen rege, and tle preple imngine a vain 
thing ? ( Heb. medlicate 1 vain ttung.) The Kings of theceth [et 
themſelves, and the Rulers take Counſel to gelber, ap ain the 
Lord. and againſt his an».oumted. ſaying, Let wn bre their bands 
aſun«er, ant caſt aw. their Cords from us. An: in tuch vain 
medications as cheſc do, moſt men pend their tar 45 4 tale that 5s 
ola 
To this pu- poſe the Seprw.:gint tranſl te it , ian 
comparing them in their mcunations to a Spider, for as 
the Spiler ſpends is time and conſumes ſumſel in wraving our 
of his own bowels litt le thin webs like Ners, wh ch 'erve ont ly 
to ca ch poor Fes. and are ſwept down by eveiy B zſom; 85 
Man ſpendls his time and conſumes himſe li in vain plors and de 
v ces, to gather temporall g ods or honours, and when he thinks 
he bath {pun a fair chrea1 tor himſelf, and refts ſecite that all 
is to his own wifh, cis bur a Cobweb, and a f ball te uch cu 
ſheth it to pieces, and makes it fall to ground; hence out P al- 
miſt faith, P/. 39.6. Swrely every Man walketh in a vain ſhew 
or ſh adoWw, or Image (as the Heb. ſurely they are di/quieted i- 
vain, he hrape h wp riches and kroweth not was ſhall gather them, 
dt. Ambroſe upon chis corfideration, hardly. alloweth this life 
of outs to be a fe, for commenting on thoſe wor*'s 1t the 116, 
P/. 17. ver. Neal houn'ifully With thy ſerv rut that I may line 
Fivan ait, andkeep thy Wor 1, * Dari laitih, / may or / ſhull live, 1s if he were 
guaſr maden not yet living + for we | ve here but in 2 ſhidow, and this li e 
33 . in the body i rx her a ſhadow or Image of life than life indee ', 
vivimus ergo Nor is he contea eto lay, that every Man walketh in a vain ſh i 
vita ia cor dow. bat he mA 4 Minto be no bectet then vanity it felt: in 
pore, „h eff t he 5. ver. ofthe gy. „ Terily every man at bu b. ſt eſtate l. 
— $3 together vanity, where the Cl:;max or pads tion 18 remar keab! 3 
— de th not, thi ot that Man, but every Man, nut at his worſt, 


but his belt eſtate, take bin flouriſhing in his youth, abounding 
in 


* 
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(5) - 
in his wealth, ttiumphing in his honours and greatneſs, he is | 
but vanity for all this, not a little or in part, but altogether va · 


nity ; Coll Ad Hebel, are the words in the Hebrew, alluding 
perhaps to the two names of Adawand Abel; and if Ada 
the ficſt Man, and Abel the firſt Martyr were altogether vanity, 
what Man can avoyd it > Not the Man after s own heacr, 
David conſeſſeth of himſelf that herein he was like unto his 
Fathers, ver. 12. of that P/. and at the 5. ver. Behold, ſaith he 
to God, thow haſt made my days as an hand breadth, and mine 145 * 
nothing befare thee, as an hand breadth or 4s 4 ſpan long (accor ing 
to the vulgar tranſlation) you may obſervein a ſpan, when 

the fingers are extended to the fall h, there is but one 
Enger between the thumb and the middle finger which is the 
longeſt, and but one again between the middle and the litt le 
finger which is the ſhorteſt, ſo in the ſpan of Man's life, there 
is but as ie-were a finger between Child-hood and Man- hood, 
«Adoleſcentia, youth brings you from the one to the other, 
and then you are at the middle finger at the higheſt,from thence 


you decline ftraic, and there is but another finger between that 


and death, Sexes, old age that drops you into the grave, and 
ſo I drop into my ſecond part. 

The Brevity of Mans life in theſe words, The days u years 
are ſeventy, &c. 

"Tis ſpoken according to the common and ordinary courſe 
of Nature, few men live beyond ſeventy or eighty years at moll, 
here and there one or two perhaps in a Pariſh, that may be 2 
bove fourſcore, and in a reaſonable healthy diſpoſition of bo- 
dy; but for the generality it is not ſo, eighty years is the uſuall 
perio . It is recorded as a wonder in Hiſtory, that one, who 
was Standard bearer to Charles the great, lived to be 300. 
years old, and was thereupon cald Johannes de temperibus, and 
in this later Age one Pore, ind a little before him the Conn- 
teſs of Deſmend attained to above 140. years; yet theſe were 
nothing to thoſe , or long liv'd Patriarchs before the 
flood, whoſe eight or nine hundred God thought fir to 
contract within this narrow ſcantling or limit of ei or 
thereabouts, and that for two reaſons apparant to us, beſides 
other ſecret with God; one, — a5 the fin of Man multiplied 

on 


2 Part. 


1 Pet... 
Cen. 2.17, 


Sen. 4.8. 
Judg.9 53. 

I Sam 4.1 8. 
3 Sam, 18.9 


Job. 1.19. 


Way 38,13. 


6) 
on earth, ſo it was —_ that the life of Man ſhould be 
ſh-;rtned, cha: ſi and he might not grow too great and old 
tozether ; xnother, becaule if all Men ſhould ve as long as 
the Patria che di, the wor!d would no; be able to contain 
them as they are fi::ce propagate-!, ard therefore one genera- 
tio muſt te ſooner pals tus S a e to make room for ano- 
ther. Bu: ſup o e God ſhould e ige Mans lite again to the 
fi ſt and greateſt ex: ert, which was not out a thuuling, yet 2 
thouſand years are but a6 n ay wih che Lid in St. Peters 
Arithmetick, and ſo the words wh ch Gou ip:kzto Adam, in 
the day then eateſt thereef, then ſhalt ye the deathy were veritzd 
even in this ſenſe, his life being un det a chouiand years was but 
as one and the ſime gay wich the Lord. And if Adams life were 
ſcarce a day in Gods computation, ours will not be above an 
hour. for it # ſoon cat off, and we fl e away, as it follows in the 
laſt words oftke Tex, which u uſt be cor ſi lered as belonging 
to the part now in hand, and ſerving to ſet forth the ſhortneſs 
of our life, It is ſoon cut «ff, Hb. ' is taken from cut ing 
or ſheering the hair of ones head · or the graſs off the ground 
ſo ſoon is the life of Man cut off, as a hair wich a p:ur of Sciz- 
zers, or the Graſs with a Syche, = ſmall matter makes a great - 
gaſh in it. So ſoon was Abel cut off by the hand of Cain, A. 
bimelech by x piece of a Milſione, EH by 2 fall from bis ſeat, 
Abſolom by his hair hanging in an Oake, obs children by the 
fall o the houſe on their beads, Pope Aarian by 2 Fly; how 
ſoon are many cut off by Feavers, Apoplexics and a thouſand 
ot her diſeaſes and calualties, b:ſi ies thoſe two devouring En- 
gines or Inſt uments of death, che Plague and the Sword. 
Una dies Fabies, &c. 
One day oft times makes an en l of vaſt Armies; As for thoſe 
who live longeſt and dye of lingring ſickneſs, they xre quickly 
cut off too, and many complain wich Heztkiab, Aline age 1 
departed, and is removed f om me as a Shepheards Tent: I haue 
cut off like a Weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining fick - 
neſs : from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 
A Shephear.1 you know teme ves t1s Tent, as he doth bis 
flock from one paſture to another, ſo Mans age like a Tent 1 
never fixt, but alwaies moving; and though St Faul give it the 
name 


(7) 

name of an houſe, it is but an ambulatory or walking houſe, 
like the Tabernacle that was pitched hereto day, and removed 
ot taken down the next at Gods pleaſure and appointment. We 
(know ( faith he) that if our earthly houſe of this Tabernacle 
were diſſolved, We have a building of God, an houſe vet made 1 Cor. f 1, 
With hands, eternal in the Heavens ; and St. Peter hath the like 1 Pet. 1.14. 
expreſſion, Knowing that ſhortly 1 muſt put off this my T abernacle, 
as a man pu's ff his Clothes when he goes to BY. 

But Hexe makes quicker work; to put off ones Clothes 
requires ſome time it mult be done by devrees, one Garment 
af.er another, not all at once, but he cuts off his (I have cut off 
like x Weaver my life, as a Weaver cuts offt he thread from his 
Loom, ot from his thrum, as tis in the Margent, and that is 
ſoon done in a m»ment of time; it follows, He will cut me off 
With pining fickneſs, from day even to night wilt thow make an end 
of me ; Though death be but the laſt act of life, when the ſoul 
makes his ex t, and takes his farewell of the body, yet every mi- 
nute of that pining (1 knels is but a ſtepto it, and a degree to- 
war s it, ſo that a man may ſay truly in 2 litterall ſenſe, what 
S. Paw! did in a ſpirituall, / die darly. To cloſe this point, with 1 Cor. 15.21. 
Greg Natianzen. What are we but a vain dieam, that hath no 
exittence or being, a meer phantaſm or apparicion that cannot 0%. „ 
be held, a Ship failing in the Sea, which leaves no impreſſion or agg pad 
track behind it. a Cuſt, a vapour, a morning dew, Nee 1946 jy} ee, 
deb, 4 ws ., 2 flour flouriſhing one day and fading &c. 
another, yca, the ſame day beholdit ſpringing and withered ; 
but my te xt a des another Metaphor from the flying of a Bird, 
and we fly away, not go or tun but fly; the quickeſt motion 
that any Corporeall Creature hath : our life 1s Ike the flicht 
ofaB rd, cis Ferenow, and *jis gone cut of fight ſuddainly ; 
the Prophet therefore ſpeaking of the ſpeedy de par ute of E- 
phraims glory expreſſet h it thus. /r hal flee a ay ! he a Bird, 
Hy 12 and gelemon faith the | ke of Riches, they make 1th: m- 
ſelves Wings and flee away like an E agle toward Heaven Pro. 23. 
5. D; vid W/br for the wings of a Dove t at e might flee away 
ard be atreft, and gord cauſe he had for it, and corfſi-ering that 
this lite is aot more ſhort then miſerable, which is my third 
point, 
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The miſery of Mans life. 

Suppoſe the moſt, that he comes to be eighty years, yet is his 
ſtrengt h labour and ſorrow, Heb. in fortitudiuibus in the Rron- 
geſt tis commonly ſo ; ſome underſtand it of the greateſt part 
of that time, which is between ſeventy and eighty, and truly in 
moſt men theſe years are accompanied with many pains and in- 
fitmities. 

Multa ſenem circumveniunt incommoda. 
Then, if not before, they ſhall be ſure to hear of them let St. 
Cyprian de paint them to you, Capilli fluwnt, facies in pallorem 
wut at ur, dentes lapſi numero minuuntur, cuts areſcit, &c. The 
hairs fall off, the face waxeth wan and pale, the teeth drop out, 
the skin ſhrinks up, the breath ſavours ill, the breaſt is ſtopt, the 
cough makes a kind of noiſe, as it it ſtriv*d to laugh at the mans 
infirmities, a dropſy or gouty humour ſwells the legs, and the 
inward man, though it cannot grow old, is burdened and affli- 
Red with all theſe, or will you have the Picture of it as tis ta- 
ken from St. Hierom? Seneflntis mala iſta ſunt, Crebre infirmi- 
tates, pituit a moleſtiſſima, caligantes oculi, &c, Theſe ate the e- 
rils incident to old age, often infirmities, rough flegme, hands 
ſhaking,naked gums,tecth falling into his meat, pains and ſharp 
gnawings in the ſtomack, hands and feet ſo tormented with the 
Gour, that he cannot go or ſtand or hold any thing, ſe as he is 
in many of his members dead whiles living; or laſtly will you 
have it drawn to the life by the Pencill of Solomon d lock in Ecci. 
the laſt, and becauſe cis there obſcurely delivered or overſha- 
dowed as ſome Pictures are, be pleaſed to take this ſhort Para- 
phraſe upon it; which yet I impoſe not on you as the onely 
ſenſe, for I know *cis capable of ſeverall interpretations. Re- 
member now thy Creatour in the dayes of thy youth, whiles 
the evill dayes come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
ſhalc ſay, I have no pleaſure in them: while the Sun, or the 
light, or the Moon, or the Stars be not darkned, i. e. whiles 
thou haſt any comfort in the day or night, chat thou canſt look 
upon the Sun, Moon, and Stats with any delight, ere thy caſe 
be like 7ebs and thon haſt cauſe to ſay as he did, Weari/ome 
nights are appointed to me, When I lie down, I ſay, when ſhall I a- 
riſe, and the night be gone ? and I am full of teſſings to ana fro unte 
the daVoning of the day. Nor 
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Nor the Clouds return after the min, 5. e. ere calamities 

arher like Clouds, and fall one upon the neck of #- 
nother, or there be a defluxion of rhewme and flegme upon the 
lungs and ſtomach as is uſually in old age. 

When the Keepers of the houſe ſhall tremble, 5. e. the hands 
be paraliticall. 

The ſtrong Men bow theraſelves,z. e. the Legs not able to 
ſupport the Body. 

The Grinders ceaſe, becauſe they are few, i. e. the Teeth fall 
out or fail to do their office in chewing of Meat. 

And theſe that look out of the windows be darkned 5. e.the 
Eyes grow dim or quite looſe their ſight. 

And the dores ſhall be ſhut in the ſtreets, 5. e. either the Lips 
cloſed, and the Man ſpeechleſs, or the ſmelling gone, by the 
ſtreets, perhaps meaning the Noſtrils, and by the dores the 
holesin the ſpungy bone, into which the odours are received ; 
when the ſound of the grinding is low, 5. e. the Jaws ſo weak, 
and the Teeth fo few and bad, that a Man cannot be heard to 
chew his meat. 

And he ſhall riſe up at the voice of the Bird i. e. every little 
noiſe breaks his ſleep, And all the Daughters of Muſick ſhall 
be brought low i. e. the Inſtruments or Organs of bearing, by 
which Muſick is convay*'d to the ſenſe, ate made unuſefull like 
an Inſtromenc, whoſe ſtrings are (lackned and let down ſo low, 
that they make no melody, and yet this contradicts not the for- 
mer words, for he riſeth up at the voice of the Bird, not be- 
canſe his hearing is ſo good, but for that his ſleeping is ſo 
bid. 

Alſo when they ſhall be afraid of that which is cn high, i. e. 
of going up hill or on any uneven ground for fear of falling, or 
they ſhall be afraid of God, that is on high to whom ſhortly 
they are to render an account of all their doings, 

And fearſhall be in the wry, i. e. in the way to their long 
home (as it follows in this ver.) w en they are going the way 
of all fle ſh, they ſhall fear what will become of their ſouls at 
their c epartute. 

And the Almond Tree _ flouriſh i. e the Head ſhall be 

3 all 
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(10) 
all white hairs, as the Almond is full of bloſſoms in the Winter. 
And the G-aflehopper ſhall be a burden 5s. e. either a man at 
that age, ſhall not be able to bear the weight of a Graſhopper : 
the leaft thing will go near to bear him down ; or his digeſtion 
ſhallchen be ſo weak, as not to away with ſo much meat as 2 
Graſ hopper comes to. 

And deſire (tall fail, i. e. the Stomack ſhall be quite gone, and 
the taſte utterly loſt, as it was in old Bazzilai, 2 Sam. 19 35. 
I am ibis day fourſcore yearr eld: and can I aiſcern between good 
and evil? can I taſte what I eat or what I dri-Æ can hear any 
more the v. ice of Ang ing men and ſinging women ? &c. 

I: follows ver. 6. or ever the ſilver Cord be looſed, i. e, the 
thread of life, as St. Hierom takes it, or the ſpine bone which 
like a Cord is wreathed about fromthe N ck, down the B ck 
ard cont:i1s in it the marrow, this in old age is ſo looſenec, hat 
the Head hangs down, the Buk bows, a'd the whule Budy 
bends to the earth, his Bed of relt where it muſt ſoon lye 
down. 

Or the Golden bowl be bre ken i. e. the heart in colour and 
fiſhion ſomewhat reſembling a Golden Cup or Bowl with two 
Ears, which in old age becomes by many crofles and troubles, 
crackt and bruiſed like a broken Bowl. 

Or the Pitchet be broken at the Fountain, i. e. the Liver next 
the Heart, which is the fountain ot life, will then hold no blood 
as a broken Pitcher holds no water. | 

Or the wheel brokenat the Ciſtern i. e. the Bladder in old 
age will not hold its water. May we not then juſt'y conclude 
from theſe premiſes with St. Ambroſe, this life is full of ſo ma- 
ny and ſo great m ſeriet, that in compariſon thereof, death is rather 
to be eſteemed a remedy then a puniſhment. 

Now from the Text thus explicated, I ſha!l in the next plzce 
deſcend to mike ſome I nfererces for our ue and Iaſiruction, 
and laſt ly apply all to the preſent occaſion, 

1. From the Vanity of Mans li e Which « ſpent like 4 tate that 
1j told, or accor ins ta the ſeven y in vain meditatiors and de- 
ſ1grs to compaſe Riches n: Honours, and ple iu / es. which Ike 
Spiders webs are ſoon broken aud come to nothing) 1 

earn 


(11) 
learn to ſpend our time better, and not upon ſach empty ſha- 
dows, that will bu: deceive us in the end and turn tie Cloud, 
when we think with xe e embrace 2 uno. The world plays 
the Wiunteb k wich us, preſents us with tr flog Salves and 
Me cres inſtead of rich and excellent Billions, aod makes us 
pay dear tot chac wh ch is worth lire or nothing, It ce zcn 
us 35 Michal wid San, bur to a worſt irent, when Saul expe- 
Red to i d David iu the Bud, be -t onely With u pillow of goats 
hair, 1 Sam.19.1;. So when wetthink to find ho our in the 
Bed of this world, we are deceived in our hopes, for aliſ dus 
onely a" Image, an ae'y repreſentation of ir, which hangs up- 
on the L'ps of others and is but a breath, in honorante magis 
quam honorats ; the true honour is in the hand of God, and none 
bur he can give it, they that honowr me I will honour, 1 $41m8.2.30. 
When we think to ſi d R ches in the Bed ot this worla, we ate 
deceived in out hopes, *.is onely an Image or ſhadow of them, 
and the Philoſopher in Sexec« paſt x righ- ju gement on them, 
when he ſaid, Of endntar iſt e r i non peſſſiaentur, & dum placent 
tranſiunt, they are tat het ſhe . to us than poſlzlt by. us, and 
While® they pleaſe tl ey vat iſn; the one ly ttue Riches are. in 
Gi5ds hind, which neither ruſt nor mos'h can corrupt, not 
Theeves ſteal from us. When wethink to find pleaſures in the 
Bed of this world, we are deceived in our expectations, 416 
onely an Image or ſhadow of them, and like Sogomes Apples 
whiles we touch them they fall to Aſhes ; the onely tr me pla- 
ſures are theſe in his right hand, pleaſures for evermore, P[ 16.11, 
Le: us then rake off dur medications and thoughts from theſe, 
vin ind tranſicory objects, theſe weak thin webs of our own 
inventions, and fix them on more durable and profitable, 26 
David did, I will meditate in th precepts and have reſp dt unte pf. 11. 16.1. 
thy Laws, and that he found to be better then thuuſands of 
gold and ſi ver, the time ſpert in them is great pain,.. becauſe 
great goa lineſs. but the time ſpent upon ocher things, is l ke 
i tale that is told. a y1in diſcourſe and tends to nothing. 

2, From the Brevity an.i ſuddain paſſing away of mans life, 
we may lexrmnnoc to depend upon this weak, Reed, this ſbore 
thread which is ſo ſoon cut eff; that man in the Goſpel! is 

branded 
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| (12) 
branded for a fool to all poſtericy for ſaying to his ſoul, the 


haſt much goods lyyd up for many years, &c. And he found it to 
his coſt when God required his ſoul from him that night, kis 
many years were contraſted tox few hours, not a day more 
left him to enjoy thoſe goods in. St. James from this ſhort» 
neſs and uncertainty of life tares up chem, who think they have 
time at their command, Go to now, je that ſay, to day or to mor- 
row, we Will go into ſuch a City, nd continue there a year g and buy 
and ſell, and get ga n: n hereas ye know not What ſball be on the 
worrow : for what is ur life? it is even vapour nhich appeareth 
for a little time, and then vaniſbeth away ; It concerns us then to 
husband this ſhort time to the beft advantage, for as ſhort as 
it is, eternity depends upon it, and according as we ſpend it here, 
we ſhall be for ever happy, ot for ever miſerable hereafter, they 
that have done good 4 go into life everlaſting, and they that have 
done evill into everlaſting puniſhment. Whiles We have therefore 
ity let us do good mnto all, but eſpeciaily to thoſe that are 
5. honſpold of Faith ; Our bleſſed Saviour hath given us his 
own example to follow in this, I work, (ſaith he) che work of 
bins that ſent me while it is called to day, the night cometh when 
no wan can work, We muſt work the works of godlineſs, while 
the day of this life lafts, for when the night of death comes, no 
man can work. | 
Again, if our days be few and evill like 7 acobs, or few and full 
of trouble like 7obs, we ſhould ſer the one againſt the other, 
and make the ſhortneſs cordiall againſt the trouble, and the 
trouble againſt che ſhortneſs. Is our life full of trouble? we 
may the better bear it, becauſe it will not continue long, a few 
dayes or years at moſt will put a peciod to it and us together, 
non durabit ætatem, us Biſhop ell of the fiery tryall in Queens 
Maries dayes ; after a little moment of time we ſhall enter in- 
to our Chambers of death, and the dores of the Grave ſhall be 
ſhut about us, Fe ſball be all hid and ſecured from the trouble, 
and then the indignation will be over paſt. Is our life ſhort, our 
— — few ? vaniſhing as the vapour, wit hering as the flour, cut 
off as the graſs, flying away as the birds, let us not grieve at it, 
but rather rejoyce ſince ic ſets an end to all our troubles, A 
11 
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(13) 
is 28 a door of Hope inthe Valley of Achor, to open and ſet 
us in from a wilderneſs of ſin and miſery to a Land of pro- 
miſe, 2 Land flowing with erernall glory. 
Laſtly from che miſery of this lite, eſpecially the labour 
and forrow of the laſt Stage thereof, old age, quand a- 5% Mt, 
ara ad vitam, tilatur ad miſeriam, when tis ſtraitned to 
fe, tis enlarged to miſery, multi & multiplicibus miſeriis, 
miſeriis corporis, miſeriis quam dormit, miſtrits dum vigilat, thid. 
miſeriit quaqua verſum ſe vertat, to many and manifold miſe- 
ties, miſeries of body and mind, ſleeping and waking, or 
whereſoever a man turns himſelf;I ſay from hence we ſhould 
learn that leſſon of Solomon, to remember aur Creatonr in the Eccl. 12.1, 
days of our youth, and not put off piety to the laſt, to thoſe 
years, whenthou ſhalt ſay thou haſt no pleaſure in them, 
as many uſe to do that never think of beginning the life of 
grace, till they are endingthe life of nature, of doing Gods 
will they come co make their own laft will and Teſtament, 
of leaving their fins till they are leaving the world, of ſer- 
ving their God till they can ſerve themſelves no longer, of 
giving any thing to pious uſes, till they are forced to pare 
wit hall they have at once. It is but an ill ſeafon to begin 
with godlineſs chen, and therefore Hi/ary upon thoſe words 
of the Prophet, It i good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth, ler. 3. 27. 
gives this note, that yoke looks not for the cold freezing 
years of old age, how is that likely co bear che weight of that + cry 
oke, the burden of obedience, which is hardly able to bear /eeuis an- 
its own burden. Ir was an excellent faying of ( ato to this 257 Hilar. 
purpoſe, a Plutarch recites it, that ſince ol age is ſubjeft to Apotheg.vom. 
divers evils, the evill of wickedneſs ſhould not be added to it, 
ſufficient fur that age is the evill thereof, the evill thit natwral- 
ly attends it, for we ſee it co deformed, weak, for- 
get full, peeviſh and troubleſome ; if beſides theſe it be vici- 
ous two, a8 it is moſt ſhamefull ſo is it intolerable, and odi- 
ous both to God and Man. Be it our care then not to come 
creeping and coughing to God with a load of diſeaſes and 
infirmities about us, when we are at deaths door and not 
before, but to conſecrate the firſt fruits of our life to his ſer- 
vice, It is in the ſpending of our time (as one well com- 
C pares 
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pares it) as in the diſtilling ON the thinneſt and pureſt 
part runs out firſt, and onely the Lees at laſt ; what an un- 
worthy thing will it be to offet the prime of our time to the 
world, the fleſh and the Devill, and the dregs of ic co God? 
he that forbad the lame and che blind in beafts to be ſactifi- 
ſed, will not ſurely allow it in men; if they come not to pre- 
ſent their bodies a living ſacrifice, while they are livi-g and 
lively too, ere they be lame or blind and deformed with ex- 
tremity of age, it is even a miracle if it prove then an holy 
acceptable « 7 reaſonable ſervice. 

And now I have done with the Text, it will be expected, 
I ſhould ſay ſome what of the occ. ſion which hath brought 
us here together, A ſubjeR chat tuics right with my text in 
each part of it. 

He was one that ſpent his years like a tale that is told, or 
in the phraſe of the ſeventy; medicated %"i<-/x"» Ike the 
Spider, had his Webs coo, and his thoughts buſyed much 
(if not overmuch) in increaſing that which is now no more 
his, and lading himſelf wi h thick Clay in the Prophets ex- 
preſſion, yer I truſt without à woe to himſelf, for I hear 
not of any Widows or Orphan tears and complants to be- 
dew or ſoil his hearſe ; but what he got was with extra- 
ordinary thrift and wary providence, onely herein conſiſted 
his vanity, that he denyed himſelf the uſe of it in many 
things, aud did not make his ſoul erjoy good in his labour, 2 
vanity which was not his alone, Solomon obſerved it as 2 
common one among men. The Philoſopher ſaith of old 
men, that in /imine mortis ſum avidiſſimi, they are molt gi- 
ven to Covetouſneſs when they draw neereſt the Gates of 
Death, and for this one likeneth them to T antalus, when 
they ſee the fruit falling. from them, they catch the more 
eagerly afteric; This was noted to be his fault or infirmi- 
ty at leaſt which ſtuck cloſeſt to him, but the blood of je- 
ſus Chriſt (of which he was partaker in the Sacrament the 
day before he died) I doubt not hath waſhed it and all his 
fins away. 

But ſome perhaps may diſcover an other vanity in him, 


cui bon, to what end did he ſo carefully. lay up a'l his _ 
ure 
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(15) 
ſute having no wife nor child of his own to leave it to? Ic 
ſeems he was of his mind in the Comedy, ſince I have ſo mi- 


Plau'us Mili-s 
. - 9) hab 
ny of my Kinred what need have I of Children, I will leave _ — = 


all my goods to be divided amongſt them at my death, inthe quod opus 4 
mean time they eat with me they | ok to me, they ſee how 7h {ibers ? 


1 do, what I would have, are with mecaily and late, theſe 1 ½ %, m4 
morſe cognatss 


account my children, and ſo did he, As for the extent of his a Pr con 
life, it was even drawn out to the uttermoſt, che days of his nt. 1 « 
years were about fourſcoure years, and though tor the moſt aud me edunt, 
part of this life, and till he grew eighty he was very health. 7 W _ 
full, ſuch was his temperance and good habit of body, yet — Fay 
after he had hi labour and ſorroe, ſore fics of the Gout ige la- 
which vvich great patience he en {ured vvithout murmuring cer un : c9- 
orcomplaining of Go s heavy hand upon him, vyhich de- Ce rect 
prived him quite of che uſe of his Legs, and took away his —— = 
ſtomack, yet his Intellectuals faild him not, his memory — — 
and voice held good almoſt to the laſt; inſomuch that a , 
few dayes before he departed, I being called to do my — 
Office in praying vvit h him and for him, and kneeling down 
by che Bed (ide, he prevented me and prayed himſelf diſtin- 

Aly and ſenſibly a good while together, and the next day 

again joyned with us, vvhen he received the Sacrament, 

which he earneſtly defired and thought the time long till 

he had ir, asking divecs times vvhether I vyere come; As 

ſoon as he had partaken of this ſacted voaticwrn, I took the 

opportun ty o moving him to a chiritable work, (vyhere- 

in a good Neighbour of mine promiſed to be aſſiſtant, and Mr. W. Pob- 
contribute cowards the ſame) viz. to give ſomgyvhat to bins Seu. 

the ereing and maintaining of a free School in the Pa- 

riſh, whereunto he preſently yeelied, ſaying. he would 

give ten pounds per annum and charge it upon the free Land, 

that waspurc'aſed out of the Mannour of Dambletes and 

though he live not to affx it to his will, yet one of his 

Executor. was ſo vvilling and forward to it, and the ot het 

not againſt it, t at we have cauſe to hope it may notwith- 

Randing take effect, and I ſhould thirk ic a good Chriſtian 

policy, vvhereby the reft of the eſtate might thrive the bet- 

ter vvith them, 


(16) 
" Thus have vve feena man full of years and vvealth ſody 
cut off, and his bettet part is floyvn avvay ; he novy refts 
from his labouts and ſorrows, and his vvorks follovy him, 
theſe lam to tell you of particularly, he hath by his Will 
given ten pounds tothe poor of this Pariſh, ten pounds to 
Biftops Cleere (the place of his birth) five pounds to Eve- 
ham, five to 7 ewhibury, five to Winchcombe, five to Par- 
ſhore, ive to Aſh Lench, five to Bromſgrove, five to Kings 
Norton, tive to Langley neet Co/ebrook, Beſides an hundred 
pounds which he gave to a Library in che Temple (of which 
ſociety he had been long a Member;) and forty pounds 
Theſe to laſt pry e to two Lawyears, thereto hear and accord can- 
Donat ve: ſes and differences between parties that (ue in form a _ 


—— ris, 1could wiſh ſome his kind had gone before 


ofthis Ser. bim, and that in ſuch piou⸗ vn intended acts he had 
mon 1424 vo- been his own Execuronr, r. 

ce, for want of This for his hi Charity, to which I m adde 2s x mack 
timely infor- of piety his conſtant comming to the publick ſervice of God 
Mp aan in the Church as long us he was able, and ſometimes when 


hs was very vyeak and ill diſpoied in body. 

Thus you have a ſhort and impartiall Character of hit, 
x5 free from flattery as detraction; this is not a place for 
either, both be far from me. Cuſtom requires in theſe fane- 
rall obſequies to commend the dead, yet I hold that as their 
rertues ſhould be declared for others to imitate, fo ſhould - 
likewiſe their faults and miſcarriages (yet without bitter» 
neſs) thar others may the better avoid falling upon the 
ſame Rock. We have have now embald him wich his beft 
ſpices ſor his Sepulchre, let us caſt in with him his frailties 
and defects never to riſe again, and let us hambly beſcech 
Almighty God to give us grace ſo to ſpend our days in holy 
meditations and religious duties, that when our change in 
come, and we ſhall be cut off from the labours and forrows 
of this mortall life, our fouls may fly away on Angels wings 
and reſt in Abrabams boſoine to all eternity through ] 
Chriſt our Lord, to whom be glory for ever, &. 


FINIS, 


